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Fregonese Associates was the lead consultant to reimagine the 
Barbur Boulevard corridor, a six-mile thoroughfare stretching 
through the heart of Southwest Portland. The Barbur Concept 
Plan explored potential development opportunities, streetscape 
improvements, stormwater solutions, and changes to City policy 
and zoning. Most importantly, the public process informed regional 
decisions for future high-capacity transit along a broader corridor 
that will serve 200,000 residents and 140,000 jobs.

Plan recommendations centered on land use and transportation 
conditions in six focus areas along the corridor. Strategies included 
repealing antiquated setback requirements, improving safety 
through access management, and public investment strategies to 
catalyze redevelopment. In addition to the creation of a preferred 
scenario, the team created photo-simulations showing streetscape 
and potential building redevelopment along the corridor.

Barbur has four distinct segments. Traveling south from downtown 
Portland, one experiences part of “Lair Hill” before driving through 
Barbur’s scenic parkway or “the Woods.” Then, emerging from the 
parkway, the street’s “historic highway” makes up the longest section 
of the street, reminding us of Barbur’s history. Finally, south of the 
“crossroads” at I-5, Barbur takes on a more suburban character 
referred to as “Far Southwest.” 

While each of these segments has its own set of unique needs, 
opportunities, and constraints, described below, a handful of areas 
with strong multi-modal access to nearby neighborhoods and across 
I-5  have the potential to be part of separate yet distinctive places 
along Barbur (like a “string of pearls”). Below is a summary of emerging 
development potential for various areas.
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LAIR HILL
Needs: Reconnected street grid; improved connections to OHSU.
Opportunities: Established neighborhood; small block grid; 
near OHSU and NCNM. New Gibbs pedestrian bridge should be 
complete early next year.
Constraints: Barbur cut off local street access; I-5 and Ross Island 
Bridge ramps are barriers.

THE WOODS
Needs: Connection on Slavin Road; Red Electric Trail connection  
under parkway.
Opportunities: Natural and territorial views; access to trails  
and nature parks; proximity to Johns Landing.
Constraints: Limited access to neighborhoods; lack of pedestrian 
and bike connections; steep slopes.

HISTORIC HIGHWAY
Needs: New southbound I-5 access; improved I-5 and Barbur 
crossings; focused nodes for “placemaking.” Streetscape 
improvements.
Opportunities: Large sites for commercial and residential 
development; several grocery stores.
Constraints: Lack of pedestrian/bicycle amenities; large blocks  
with infrequent sidewalks; I-5 as a barrier.

FAR SOUTHWEST
Needs: Connections between neighborhood streets and Barbur; 
connectivity to PCC-Sylvania.
Opportunities: Several sites for commercial and residential 
development; growth of PCC-Sylvania.
Constraints: I-5 separates neighborhoods; distance from PCC 
campus to Barbur.
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CAPITOL HILL
This area, near Multnomah Village, has 
a large stock of existing single family 
homes. Additionally, Safeway is in the 
midst of redeveloping its store, and 
tripling its size. Several commercial 
sites in close proximity have additional 
opportunity to expand building footprints 
and heights to accommodate greater 
variety of uses in more (walkable) 
configurations, including low-intensity 
mixed-use buildings, and “Main Street”-
style commercial.

TERWILLIGER
The activity center near the Fred Meyer 
store benefits from being near both 
Hillsdale and downtown. It also has 
several areas just off of Barbur with strong 
future development opportunities: the 
parcels along SW 13th Ave. between 
Barbur and Bertha; and the A-Boy site. 
Over the long-term, these sites could be 
redeveloped as low- or medium-intensity 
mixed-use residential, with some walkable 
“Main Street” retail along SW 13th Ave. 

HAMILTON
As the oldest section of Barbur, this area 
has existing population density to support 
a mix of retailers and services; proximity to 
downtown, South Waterfront and OHSU; and 
the highest market demand along the corridor. 
It includes several opportunity sites that could 
be redeveloped in the future as mid-rise mixed-
use residential, mid-rise office, or as mid-
rise senior housing, within the context of the 
historic neighborhood. 

CROSSROADS
At the confluence of I-5, Barbur, 
Capitol highway and Taylor’s Ferry, the 
Crossroads exhibits unique challenges. 
The area is anchored by several retailers, 
Barbur World Foods and the Transit 
Center. The publicly-owned transit center 
site, in particular, presents a major 4.8 
acre redevelopment opportunity. This site 
could include medium-intensity mixed-
use development, multifamily housing, 
and structured parking.

PCC – SYLVANIA
With 26,000 students and ample room to 
expand, PCC is an important destination 
to connect with Barbur.

26TH AVENUE
The only section with below grade 
access under I-5 and Barbur, this 
quiet area has large parcels of ODOT 
right-of-way and is close to recent 
redevelopment/restoration efforts done 
through the Headwaters project.   

KELLY
Kelly is home to OHSU, PSU, and the National 
College of Natural Medicine.  All three institutions 
are growing and the area provides opportunities 
for expansion if the transportation issues can be 
adequately addressed (e.g., connections to South 
Waterfront, Marquam Hill, and the main PSU 
campus). Growth in this area must be balanced with 
protecting the neighboring Lair Hill 
Historic Conservation District.

BARBUR CONCEPT PLAN
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This map illustrates opportunities for high 
walkability (dark blue) near Barbur and seven 
areas with great “placemaking” potential.

THE BARBUR CORRIDOR’S FOUR UNIQUE SECTIONS
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Community members were invited to learn about the project 
and provide input through public workshops, community 
forums, and neighborhood and business association meetings.

A needs, opportunities and opportunities summary was included as part 
of the planning process.


