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Through the University of Texas, Austin and the Capital Area Council of 
Governments, and funded by a Housing and Urban Development grant and a 
regional partnership of local governments, the Sustainable Places Project (SPP) 
worked to develop a new approach to planning in the Central Texas region. The SPP 
focused on the Austin-Round Rock-San Marcos five-county MSA, a region that, while 
experiencing ongoing economic success, also faces trends that could threaten this 
success as it becomes less attractive to employers interested in quality of place for 
their workforce. The region is adding over 60,000 new residents annually, housing 
affordability is decreasing, and traffic congestion is worsening. 

HUD invested $10 million through Austin and Utah grants in upgrading Envision 
Tomorrow. The two major universities involved, the Metropolitan Center at 
the University of Utah and UT Austin selected ET as their platform for scenario 
planning and related research. The tool was customized and enhanced with 
custom applications used to identify the long-term effects of various land use and 
transportation scenarios on municipal budgets and the health of communities. 
Examples included measurements of travel, fiscal impact, human health, 
environmental impact and resource consumption. UT Austin is now utilizing Envision 
Tomorrow for required work in their graduate curriculum

The goal of the Sustainable Places Project was to demonstrate that appropriately 
scaled growth in key activity centers would benefit those communities and the 
region as a whole. The project examined several scenarios for centers in Austin, 
Dripping Springs, Elgin, Hutto, and Lockhart. 

The scenarios were developed through robust public engagement utilizing hands-
on workshops, a web-based ET and linkage with City Engine for automated 
visualizations. Beyond research, the project resulted in development projects for 
the communities and a training program that increased the capacity of planners and 
development professionals across the region.
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